Ragtime program, 2019 by Mississippi State University Libraries
Mississippi State University 
Scholars Junction 
Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Ragtime Festival Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Collection 
2019 
Ragtime program, 2019 
Mississippi State University Libraries 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/cht-ragtime 
Recommended Citation 
Mississippi State University Libraries, "Ragtime program, 2019" (2019). Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Ragtime 
Festival. 1104. 
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/cht-ragtime/1104 
This Program is brought to you for free and open access by the Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Collection at 
Scholars Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Ragtime Festival by an 
authorized administrator of Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact 
scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com. 

March 28-30, 2019 
The Charles H. Templeton Ragtime & Jazz Festival is presented by the Mississippi State University Libraries as a 
means of enhancing the research in the area of ragtime music, increasing the awareness of the Charles H. 
Templeton, Sr. Collection housed in Mitchell Memorial Library and introducing individuals to the sounds of 
ragtime and jazz performed by world-renowned musicians.  
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We especially thank Chip and Connie Templeton and Mary Beth and Charles Langston for their continued support 
of the MSU Libraries and the Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Museum. Without their support and involvement, 
neither the Museum nor the Festival would continue.  
  
On behalf of the MSU Libraries and the Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Museum, we extend a special thank you 
to our Artistic Director, Jeff Barnhart, for his work on behalf of the Festival.  We also extend a very special thank 
you to all of the performers, committee members, and volunteers for their hard work and dedication to the Festival. 
We could not host the Festival without all of the talented individuals who work behind the scenes at the MSU 
Libraries. Special thanks to Stephanie Agnew, Pattye Archer, Debra Fairbrother, Lynda Graham, Isa Stratton, 
Jennifer Jones, Thomas La Foe, Waverly Oakley, Eric Cunningham, and Octavian Johnson. And, finally, to the 
Office of Public Affairs and the University Television Center, we say thank you for assisting us in publicizing the 
Festival and creating our CD, taping the productions and producing a show that aired on Mississippi Public 
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You were given a survey form when you registered. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey before 
you leave. Your responses will be used to plan next year’s Festival. Return your form to the registration table 
or to any of the Festival volunteers. Thank you!  
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Should you desire to make a donation for the purposes of helping our ragtime dreams come true, please make 
your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE donation as follows: 
  
 • Friends of The Mississippi State University Libraries, Templeton Museum 
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Welcome to the Ragtime & Jazz Festival! 
 
Thank you for joining us for the MSU Libraries’ 13th annual Charles H. Templeton Ragtime & 
Jazz Festival and the Gatsby Gala.  We are honored to have you with us for yet another exciting 
event and we very much hope you will thoroughly enjoy it.   
  
Each year we look forward to this “Festival Time” and having you, our special guests, with us. The 
magic provided by our extraordinary performers sets the perfect scene for meeting old friends and 
making new ones. We enjoy every opportunity through which we can once again extend to the 
Templeton family our deepest appreciation for the Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Collection, the 
beauty of its presence found in the museum pieces and the wonderful sounds and nostalgia ragtime 
music provides. 
 
Over the years we have seen a wide variety of performers who have shared with us their talents 
and helped educate our audiences on the early forms of American music.  It has been a joy hosting 
the Festival over the years and we hope this cultural and educational event has enriched the lives of 
those who have attended the programs.  We are proud the Festival has brought to MSU and 
Starkville world renowned performers and attracted audiences not only from throughout 
Mississippi but also the country.   
  
Best wishes for a wonderful Festival weekend and thank you for being with us. I share my deepest 
appreciation with all of you who have put your dreams, ideas, and talents together to make this a 









Alice Carol Caldwell Friends of the  
MSU Libraries 
“Behind everything from the designs on the cover of the early sheet 
music to the mechanical changes made in the machines there is a 
reason. I can't just sit there and look at these things without asking: 
Why did it look this way? What were the reasons behind the decisions 
of the music business? These are the things which make music 
exciting.” 
  
Quote from MSU Alumnus Magazine, Summer 1990 
  
“What can be more exciting than sharing something you care about 
with others? The museum shows the past history and the real 
foundation for the future.” 
  
Quote from Starkville Daily News, April 15, 1990 
  
“Each generation had the music parents fussed about, whether it's 
ragtime or Elvis Presley's rock-and-roll.” 
  
Quote from The Commercial Dispatch, August 12, 1987 
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Step into The Talking Machine Co. Mercantile on Mitchell 
Memorial Library’s fourth floor for the purchase of available 
CDs from this weekend’s performers as well as CDs produced 
by the Music Museum as well as CDs commemorating previous 
Festivals. Coffee mugs and beautiful notecards and collages 
featuring artwork from sheet music in the Charles H. 
Templeton, Sr. Sheet Music Collection are also available. Other items include ties, earrings, socks and more.  
  
Each performer will have his/her CDs on sale in the Mercantile and at the concerts. Please support our performers 
by purchasing CDs and books. 
  
After the Friday and Saturday night concerts, make your way to the Courtyard Marriott (100 Mercantile Street, 
Starkville) for the After-Hours Celebration.  A piano will be provided both nights for all of the Festival attendees 
to join us in some additional impromptu music, fantastic food, and wonderful fellowship. The After-Hours 
celebration is always fun and we hope to see you there.  
Einstein Brothers Bagel Shop, open only on Friday, 
serves sandwiches, salads, and drinks and is located 
inside the Library. The historic Perry Cafeteria is 
open Friday and Saturday for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner and is only a short walk from the Library. 
The Fresh Food Company is open on Friday.   
  
The Colvard Student Union, which contains a 
variety of restaurants including a Panda Express, 
Chick-Fil-A, Starbucks Coffee and more, provides 
several eating opportunities on Friday and Saturday. 
For more information on campus dining visit 
www.dining.msstate.edu. For Starkville dining visit 
www.starkville.org. 
Keep up with what is happening with the Charles H. Templeton Ragtime & Jazz Festival and Gatsby Gala 
throughout the year by following us on Facebook!  
 
 www.facebook.com/Charles-Templeton-Ragtime-Jazz-Festival-172570902770924/  
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Festival Coordinators ....................................................................................... Stephen Cunetto, Frances Coleman  
and Charles “Chip” Templeton, Jr.  
  
Artistic Director................................................................................................................................... Jeff Barnhart 
 
Gatsby Gala ........................................................................... Trey Templeton, Isa Stratton, Dr. Charles Freeman,  
Lori Neuenfeldt, Dr. Catherine Black  
  
Graphic Designer............................................................................................................................... Jennifer Jones 
  
K-12 School Integration ................................................................................................................... Melanie Harris 
  
Library Setup ......................................................................... Waverly Oakley, Lynda Graham, Eric Cunningham 
  
McComas Hall Technical Director. ................................................................................................ Cody Stockstill 
  
Print Production................................................................................................... Pattye Archer, Stephanie Agnew,  
Jennifer Jones, Thomas La Foe, Isa Stratton 
  
Program Editor .............................................................................................................................. Stephen Cunetto 
  
Publicity ............................................................................................ Lynda Graham, Stephen Cunetto, Sid Salter,  
Harriet Laird, Harriet Matthews, Sasha Steinberg,  
MSU Libraries Social Media Committee,  
and MSU Office of Public Affairs  
  
Registration ....................................................................................................... Lynda Graham and Summer Mord 
  
The Talking Machine Co. Mercantile Store ................................................................................ Debra Fairbrother 
  
Television Production ................................................................................................ University Television Center 
 
Town and Gown Integration .............................................................. Greater Starkville Development Partnership  
  
Transportation ............................................................................................ Waverly Oakley and Eric Cunningham  
  
Volunteer Coordinator............................................................................................................................ Ann Chiles 
  
Website Design ..................................................................................................................................... Matt Motes 
In order to introduce students to the sounds of ragtime and jazz, we invited Jeff Barnhart and Anne Barnhart to 
perform for youth as a means of promoting the music and the artists. These performances provide each of the 
audiences with an opportunity to hear Jeff and Anne perform and talk about their life and passion for ragtime 
music. This year they performed at French Camp Academy and for a class at Armstrong Middle School.  
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6:00 p.m. MSU Fashion Board members present fashions inspired in the 1920s and designed by Fashion 
Design and Merchandising students from the School of Human Sciences, in Mitchell Memorial 
Library's second-floor lobby. Templeton Ragtime & Jazz Festival Artistic Director Jeff Barnhart 
will provide music for the event. The event also includes several exhibits on the second floor and in 
the John Grisham Room.   
All daytime events are held in the Templeton Music Museum on the fourth floor of Mitchell Memorial Library. 
Evening concerts are held in McComas Hall. 
Tour of the Charles Templeton Collection: “Presenting the RCA Music and Sound Machines” 
Hosted by Lynda Graham and Jeff Barnhart  
  
 Group Chat Moderated by Jeff Barnhart Featuring All of our Performers: 
“The Varying Roads Taken and Choices Made to Find us Here Today.”  
  
Silent Films: “Billy Blazes Esq” (Harold Lloyd, 1919); “The Wild Engine” (Helen Holmes, 1915); 
“The Scarecrow” (Buster Keaton, 1920) with Jeff Barnhart  
  
Lunch on your own 
  
Seminar: “Influences in Composition” with Larisa Migachyov  
  
Seminar: “Ben and Jerry” with Dave Bennett, including Hal Smith on drums   
 
Doors Open for Concert 
  
Friday Night Concert:  RAGtime SWINGS into ROCKtime!  
  
Larisa Migachyov  
Dave Bennett Jazz Trio  
Quinlan Gray, Keyone Docher Award Recipient 
Martin Spitznagel  
Jerry Lee Lewis Tribute   
  
Friday After-Hours Celebration - all are invited to attend 




























The Mississippi State University Libraries has completely digitized 
all of the unique pieces of sheet music found in the Charles H. 
Templeton, Sr. Collection. This represents more than 12,400 pieces 
of sheet music. Due to copyright restrictions we only provide a 
downloadable version of the sheet music that was published before 
1923. For more information and to view the sheet music visit:  
http://library.msstate.edu/sheetmusic. 
The Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Sheet Music Collection is housed in 
the MSU Libraries’ Special Collections Department, located on the 
third floor of Mitchell Memorial Library. If you are interested in 
seeing some of the sheet music, please visit the Special Collections 
Department from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday and from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday. 
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The Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Museum, located on the 
fourth floor of Mitchell Memorial Library on the Mississippi 
State University (MSU) campus, showcases a collection of 
musical instruments, records, and sheet music amassed across 
four decades by Starkville businessman, Charles H. Templeton, 
Sr.  Many of the 200 musical instruments, 22,000 pieces of sheet 
music, and 15,000 recordings donated by Mr. Templeton to 
MSU in 1987 are on display in the Museum, which was designed 
to showcase these wonderful pieces of history. Dating from the 
1880s to the 1930s, the musical instruments are true artistic, 
educational, and historical treasures from the twentieth century. 
  
In 2007, Mary Ann Templeton donated an additional 1,000 pieces of sheet music/recordings from Mr. Templeton’s 
remaining private collection, that date back as far as the 1830s, to enhance further the archive for historical 
purposes. 
  
Stepping back into this fascinating time, one is greeted with the sounds of the ragtime era courtesy of a Link 
Automatic Piano (circa 1910). Featuring intricate wood carving and bright stained glass, this magnificent machine 
plays a continuous roll of 15 ragtime favorites. Enjoy the tunes from the many music boxes collected from around 
America, Germany, Switzerland, and other countries. View such Edison inventions as the first cylinder recordings 
and a spectacular gooseneck oak horn from the Edison home (circa 1901). 
  
The Museum also showcases products from the Victor Talking Machine Company including a Berliner  
Gramophone (circa 1895), which was featured in the famous Victor logo with the classic dog, Nipper. This logo 
can still be seen in use today as a marketing tool for the company. Witness the handsome mahogany Aeolian 
Orchestrelle Player Reed Organ as it plays its accompanying collection of paper rolls, and view the French finches 
(circa 1895), which are a favorite among children and adults touring the Museum. Relive the history of the 
American music industry with a visit to the Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Museum. 
7 
Charles Templeton Museum and Collection Open for Informal Exploration 
Lynda Graham on hand for questions  
  
“Sheet Music Showcase:  Covers, Music, Frets and Tidbits”  
Hosted by Chip Templeton  
  
Seminar: “History of Drumming from Ragtime to Swing” with Hal Smith  
  
Lunch on your own 
  
Seminar: “Eubie and Me” with Martin Spitznagel  
  
Group Chat Moderated by Jeff Barnhart Featuring All of our Performers: 
“Times They are a-Changing: The Future of the Music AND the Musicians” 
    
Doors Open for Concert 
  
Saturday Night Concert: SWINGING from Rockin’ Rag to Ragged Rock   
  
Martin Spitznagel, 
Dave Bennett Jazz Trio 
Larisa Migachyov  
Jerry Lee Lewis Tribute  
 
Saturday After-Hours Celebration - all are invited to attend 


























All daytime events are held in the Templeton Music Museum on the fourth floor of Mitchell Memorial Library. 
Evening concerts are held in McComas Hall. 
The mission of the Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Museum is to tell the story about the “Business of Music,” 
the moods music generates and the influence of music on today’s society. The Museum will endeavor to 
accomplish this mission by allowing the three collections - of sheet music, recordings and self-playing music 
machines and memorabilia - to work in concert through interaction and study in providing opportunities 
encompassing knowledge and research. The Templeton Ragtime & Jazz Festival is comprised of a blend of 
major concerts, mini-concerts, seminars, and tours of the Music Museum.  
Smoking, beverages, and food are not permitted in the McComas Hall.  
Please silence all cell phones, pagers and electronic devices during all performances.  
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Larisa Migachyov was born in Russia and began her classical piano training at 
the age of 5.  After immigrating to the United States, she quit music for many 
years, until, by pure chance, she saw a flyer advertising the San Antonio 
Ragtime Society on a supermarket bulletin board.  She attended one of the 
meetings and was instantly hooked.  A year later, she composed her very first 
rag, the Purple Chicken Rag, and premiered it at the 2006 Scott Joplin Festival 
in Sedalia, MO. 
  
Since then, Larisa has composed many more rags - 37 by last count - and has 
performed at the Eau Claire Ragtime Festival, the West Coast Ragtime Festival, 
and many others.  She has released three CD's - "A Heap of Rags", "Oh, that 
Ragtime Chick!", and "A Dream Come True".  The latter CD features 11 of her 
compositions played by the best performers in the ragtime genre. 
  
Whether performing the masterworks of Scott Joplin or the score to Star Wars 
in ragtime, Martin Spitznagel’s electric performances have left audiences 
across the world enthralled with America’s first popular music, Ragtime. 
  
Martin discovered Ragtime at age 12. By age 14, he had won a Yamaha 
Disklavier in Calliope Media’s nationwide Crazy for Ragtime competition. His 
good fortune continued when, in 1998, he met Eastman School of Music 
pianist and pedagogue Dr. Tony Caramia, who challenged him to “find the 
surprise” in every performance. Under Caramia’s inspired tutelage, Martin 
flourished, developing a keen ear for melody, a gift for improvisation, and a 
talent for composition. In the years since, Martin has grown into an award-winning composer and sought-after 
performer. In 2011, he was selected as the Scott Joplin Foundation’s Artist in Residence, and in May of that year 
he claimed the title “World Champion of Old‐Time Piano Playing” at the World Championship Old‐Time Piano 
Playing Contest in Peoria, IL. In 2016, he made his Carnegie Hall debut, performing an original composition as 
well as other selected works.  
  
Awards for composition include "Best New Rag" in the 2007, 2011, and 2017 World Championship Old‐Time 
Piano Playing Contest and first place in the 2010 Scott Joplin Foundation’s worldwide “Train Town Rag” 
composition contest. 
  
When he’s not at the piano bench (or chasing after his three children), Martin works as a multimedia producer, 
writer, and filmmaker in Pittsburgh, PA, where he lives with his wife, Jessica. He is delighted to return to the 
Charles Templeton Ragtime & Jazz Festival, and feels privileged by the opportunity to share the music that has 




The 13th annual Charles H. Templeton Ragtime and Jazz Festival officially 
kicked off Thursday with the sixth annual Gatsby Gala, a 1920s-inspired 
fashion review that showcased the talents and skills of MSU students and 
creative opportunities available at Mississippi State.  
  
MSU Fashion Board members presented designs created by students in 
Fashion Design and Merchandising from the School of Human Sciences. 
Ragtime entertainer and artistic director, Jeff Barnhart, provided the 1920s 
period music.  
  
Sponsored by the School of Human Sciences, students in the Fashion Design 
and Merchandising concentration displayed an exhibit of 1920s apparel and 
accessories in the John Grisham Room.  To add to the fun, attendees were 
encouraged to dress in styles of the 1920s and take pictures in the old 
fashioned photo booth. 
  
Special thanks to Trey Templeton who coordinated this event. Also, special 
appreciation to Dr. Charles Freeman, Lori Neuenfeldt, and Dr. Catherine Black for their support and dedication 
to this project. Also, thanks to Isa Stratton for her work in organizing the volunteers for this event.  This is truly 
a collaborative event that brings many academic departments and organizations together working toward the 




Although we’ve come to think of the standard Jazz Trio as being piano, bass and drums, in the heyday of jazz 
creation and development (1920’s-1940’s) an “alternative” trio was often the clarinet, piano and drums.  From the 
early Benny Goodman recordings to Jelly Roll Morton trio sides and back to the Goodman trio of the 1930’s and 
40’s, the blend of clarinet, piano and drums has proved an integral factor in the development and enjoyment of 
jazz.  Tonight the roles of Benny Goodman, Teddy Wilson and Gene Krupa (along with others) will be presented 
by Dave Bennett, Jeff Barnhart and Hal Smith:  three terrific musicians with an enduring friendship and respect for 
one another.  Surprises will abound, for both the audience and the music makers! 
  
Dave Bennett doesn’t fit the mold. For starters, you don’t find many jazz clarinet 
players who name Alice Cooper, Stevie Ray Vaughan, and Chris Isaak among 
their influences. You also won’t find many musicians who are equally 
conversant with the music of Benny Goodman (the “King of Swing”) and Roy 
Orbison (“The Soul of Rock and Roll”).  
 
Bennett is a clarinet virtuoso who plays electric guitar, piano, drums, AND 
vocalizes.  Saluting Swing to Rock: covering music from the Swing Era to early 
Rockabilly and Country, to Elvis Presley and more.  Leading His Tribute to 
Benny Goodman, Dave has been a featured soloist at Carnegie Hall with The 
New York Pops (2013) and has played the show with 35 other US and Canadian 
orchestras including Nashville, Detroit, Rochester, Omaha, Toronto, Vancouver, 
Orlando, San Antonio, Jacksonville, Portland, OR and Portland, ME, and 
Houston. Fifty performing arts centers across the USA have had success with his presentations. 
  
An annual fixture at several American music festivals, Dave’s “Rockin the ‘50s” show always brings down the 
house!  Dave pays tribute to Jerry Lee Lewis (piano and vocals), and Johnny Cash and Elvis Presley (electric guitar 
and vocals). Dave’s original compositions are influenced by the style of Roy Orbison, the “Soul of Rock and Roll”. 
Some of his annual “roots music” presenters include The Elkhart Jazz Festival, The Suncoast Classic Jazz Festival, 
The Arizona Classic Jazz Festival, The Southeast Clambake Music Festival, and The Redwood Coast Music 
Festival. 
  
Dave has been featured on NPR Radio’s “Jazz at Riverwalk.” He made his European debut in 2008 at the The Bern 
Jazz Festival (Switzerland) in a combo with jazz legends and Benny Goodman band alumni guitarist, Bucky 
Pizzarelli, and vibraphonist, the late Peter Appleyard.  
  
Dave is a Mack Avenue Records artist. His 2013 CD “Don’t Be That Way” met with critical acclaim. His second 
release, Blood Moon, which features five originals and six pop/jazz covers, hit the No 24 on the Billboard Jazz 
chart in 2018.   
Each performer will have his/her CDs on sale in the Mercantile and at the nightly concerts.  
  
Please support our performers by purchasing CDs and books.  
 
Jeff Barnhart is an internationally renowned pianist, vocalist, bandleader, recording 
artist, educator and entertainer. Jeff began his professional career at 14 playing and 
entertaining in a restaurant in his home state of Connecticut. Here he began to learn 
the classic swing, jazz and ragtime repertoire of the early 20th century. The 21st 
century has found Jeff constantly appearing as a soloist and band pianist throughout 
the world.  He also leads two bands in the UK: the Fryer-Barnhart International Jazz 
Band, which concentrates on hot music of the 1920’s, and Jeff Barnhart’s British 
Band, which performs small group swing of the 30’s. Jeff also enjoys great success 
performing with smaller groups, most notably Ivory&Gold®, a group he co-leads 
with his talented wife, flutist/vocalist Anne Barnhart. Ivory&Gold® has become a 
mainstay at many jazz and ragtime festivals throughout the US, the UK and Europe. 
  
Jeff enjoys playing dual piano and has done so with such jazz luminaries as Ralph Sutton, Neville Dickie, Louis 
Mazetier, John Sheridan and Brian Holland. In addition to his own label, Jazz Alive Records, Jeff plays piano and 
sings on the international labels GHB, Summit-World Jazz Records, Music Minus One, and the two largest jazz 
labels in the UK, Lake Records and P.E.K. Sound.  In 2006, Jeff joined the roster of artists featured on the Arbors 
Records label, with 4 recordings currently available:  the most recent featuring jazz legends Bob Wilber and Bucky 
Pizzarelli. Jeff has recorded as both pianist and vocalist on over 100 full-length albums.   
  
In addition to his active performance and recording schedule, Jeff is a dedicated and enthusiastic educator.  His 
double BA in Music and English, combined with his MA in Education, make Jeff a formidable and entertaining force 
in the clinic, master class and inspirational speaking forums. In the first quarter of 2015, he and Anne have appeared 
as clinicians at Lone Star College in Kingwood, TX, the University of Colorado Denver and Mississippi State.   
  
Hal Smith was influenced by hearing Ben Pollack, Wayne Jones and Fred Higuera 
in person, took lessons from Jake Hanna and has also studied recordings by classic 
Jazz drummers such as Sid Catlett, Dave Tough, Zutty Singleton, Jo Jones, Nick 
Fatool and others. 
  
Hal has worked with the Butch Thompson Trio, Jim Cullum Jazz Band, Dukes of 
Dixieland, Climax Jazz Band, Grand Dominion Jazz Band, New Black Eagles and 
many other traditional Jazz groups plus Blues, Western Swing and Rockabilly 
bands. He has led the Roadrunners and Hal’s Angels and currently leads the On The 
Levee Jazz Band. Hal also co-leads the Rock Island Roustabouts with Jeff Barnhart; 
plays with the latter’s Fats Waller Legacy Band and with groups led by Tim Laughlin, Banu Gibson and Kris 
Tokarski. A recent tally of Hal’s recording sessions numbers well over 200.  He has also performed on “A Prairie 
Home Companion,” “Riverwalk: Live From The Landing” and is heard on the soundtrack of “Ken Burns’ Jazz.” 
  
Besides his work as a drummer, Hal is an accomplished writer whose articles have appeared in the Jazz Rambler 
(America’s Finest City Dixieland Jazz Society); Just Jazz (U.K.); the Bulletin of the Hot Club of France and on the 
website of the San Francisco Traditional Jazz Foundation.  Hal was one of the founders of the Adult Traditional Jazz 
Camp in San Diego and is currently on the faculty of the New Orleans Trad Jazz Camp. 
  
He became interested in Ragtime at an early age – listening to his father’s 78s by Johnny Maddox, Marvin Ash and 
Jelly Roll Morton.  Subsequently Hal has worked with great Ragtime artists such as Wally Rose, Burt Bales, Trebor 
J. Tichenor and Dick Hyman. 
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The Keyone Docher Student Achievement Award is presented to an outstanding 
Music major at Mississippi State University. The Award is named for former 
MSU student and outstanding performer Keyone Docher who performed at the 
2014 Templeton Festival. Docher passed away in 2014 a few days after his 
performance. The Festival planning committee was struck by his passion, talent, 
and enthusiasm for music and decided to honor him with this award. 
  
Quinlan Gray is a musician, writer, and student currently pursuing a Bachelor's in 
Music Education at Mississippi State University. As a musician, Quinlan has 
studied the trumpet for the past seven years and has engaged in many 
opportunities for learning and performance, especially in jazz playing.  
  
His primary trumpet instructors include Anthony Kirkland of MSU and James 
Bucker of Henderson State University. Quinlan currently participates in a variety 
of chamber groups and large ensembles including the Haut Brass Quintet, Four Freshman Trumpet Ensemble, 
MSU Trumpet Consort, MSU Dixieland Ensemble, MSU Jazz Ensemble, and MSU Symphonic and Concert 
Bands.  
  
As a writer, Quinlan has compiled an extensive song collection of folk songs and Orff compositions geared 
towards K-6 music lessons. In addition to this, he has created and compiled resources designed to cover an array 
of concepts for early music instruction. Quinlan is also engaged in research on music education and is currently 
seeking publication on a national stage for his article on the emphasis on performance in K-12 schools. Quinlan 
also enjoys an active role as a conductor for several campus and community ensembles such as the Trumpet 
Consort and the Starkville Academy Volunteer Band. Following graduation, he plans to pursue a graduate degree 
in Wind Conducting.  
  
Quinlan will perform Friday. He will be accompanied by Dr. Rosangela Sebba. 
  
Keyone Docher performs during the 2014 Templeton Ragtime & Jazz Festival (left) and in the Union during 
the 2014 Festival. 
 
